
Page 1 of 2

Paths, Open Space, and Creeks Commission

Regular Meeting
AGENDA

Civic Center Annex ♦ 411 W. Clay St., Conf. RM #5 ♦ Ukiah, CA 95482
October 3, 2019 ­ 3:00 PM

Please note: The meeting will be held in conference room #5 in the City’s annex building, located at 411 W. Clay St. 
Members of the public and Commissioners may enter the main City administration offices at 300 Seminary, and a 
member of the Community Development Department will walk attendees over. Members of the public and Commissioners 
may also enter through the main entrance of 411 W. Clay St.

1.  CALL TO ORDER 
   

2.  ROLL CALL 
   

3.  CORRESPONDENCE 
   

4.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
   

  4.a.  Approval of Draft May 2, 2019 POSCC Meeting Minutes 
    Recommended Action: Review and approve minutes

     
Attachments: 

1. POSCCM_05022019 ­ Draft
       

5.  COMMENTS FROM AUDIENCE ON NON­AGENDA ITEMS 
   

 

The City of Ukiah Paths, Open Space, and Creeks Commission welcomes input from the audience. In order for everyone to be 
heard, please limit your comments to three (3) minutes per person and not more than ten (10) minutes per subject. The Brown 
Act regulations do not allow action to be taken on audience comments related to non­agenda items. 

   

6.  NEW BUSINESS 
   

  6.a.  Overview of POSCC Roles and Duties 

    Recommended Action: Review and discuss POSCC roles and duties

     
Attachments: 

1. Staff Report­ Roles and Duties of the POSCC
2. Staff Report ATT 1 UCC Ch 4 & Ordinance 1045 Resolution 2003­35
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  6.b.  Election of Chairperson and Possible Election of Other Officers as Determined 

    Recommended Action: Elect a Chair and discuss election of other officers

     
Attachments: 

1. Staff Report­ Election of Chair and Other Officers as Determined
       

7.  MATTERS FROM THE COMMISSION 
   

8.  MATTERS FROM STAFF 
   

9.  ADJOURNMENT 
   

Please be advised that the City needs to be notified 72 hours in advance of a meeting if any specific 
accommodations or interpreter services are needed in order for you to attend.  The City complies with 
ADA requirements and will attempt to reasonably accommodate individuals with disabilities upon 
request.  Materials related to an item on this Agenda after distribution of the agenda packet are 
available for public inspection at the main entrance of the City of Ukiah Annex, located at 411 W. Clay 
St., Ukiah, CA  95482, not less than 72 hours prior to the meeting set forth on this agenda. Please 
call (707) 463­6207 for accommodations.

Posted September 27, 2019
Michelle Irace, Planning Manager

Page 2 of 19



 

Page 1 of 2 
 

CITY OF UKIAH  
PATHS, OPEN SPACE, AND CREEKS COMMISSION MINUTES 

Civic Center Annex Conference Room #5 
411 W. Clay Street 
Ukiah, CA 95482 

May 2, 2019 
3:00 p.m. 

 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT     COMMISSIONERS ABSENT  
Christopher Watt, Chair                                                  Dan Holbrook 
Megan Prout  
Ginevra Chandler 
 
STAFF PRESENT       OTHERS PRESENT  
Michele Irace, Planning Manager     Susan Knopf    
Mireya Turner, Associate Planner  
Tim Eriksen, Public Works Director     
          
          
Chair Christopher Watt called the meeting to order at 3:01 p.m. in Conference Room #5, Ukiah 
Civic Center, 411 W. Clay Street, Ukiah, California.   
 
Paths, Open Space, and Creeks Commission Chair Christopher Watt presiding. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER   

 
2. ROLL CALL  

 
3. CORRESPONDENCE 

None. 
  

4. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the April 4, 2019 meeting.  
 
Motion/Second Prout/Chandler to approve the minutes of the April 4, 2019 meeting. 
 

5. COMMENTS FROM AUDIENCE ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
a. Continued discussion regarding a recommendation for adoption of a Creek Setbacks 

Ordinance  
 

         Presenter: Planning Manager Michelle Irace.   
 

Public Comment Opened: 3:17 p.m. 
 
Presenters: Susan Knopf 
 
Public Comment Closed: 3:19 p.m. 
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Minutes of the Paths, Open Space, and Creeks Commission May 5,  2019 Continued:  

Page 2 of 2 

POSCC Recommendations: 
POSCC recommends the following to the City Council for adoption of a Creek Setback 
Ordinance:  
 

1. Anything that triggers a building permit should be considered a “structure” and subject 

to the setbacks. 

2. Residentially-zoned properties: 15 ft from riparian edge, or top of bank if no riparian 

habitat is present; and  

3. Commercially zoned properties: 30 ft from riparian edge, or top of bank if no riparian 

habitat is present. 

4. A reduced setback may be sought by obtaining a Site Development Permit. 

5. No removal of riparian vegetation should be permitted within the setback. 

Motion/Second: Chandler/Prout. Motion to recommend the above carried by an all AYE 
voice vote of the Commissioners above with Commissioner Holbrook absent.  

  
  
7. MATTERS FROM THE COMMISSION 
         None. 

 
8. MATTERS FROM STAFF 

Resignation of Commissioner Holbrook and vacancies on the POSCC. 
         
9.     ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 3:24 p.m. 
 

 

Page 4 of 19



AGENDA ITEM NO. 6A 
Department of Community Development 

Planning Services Division 
300 Seminary Ave. 

Ukiah, CA  95482 
planning@cityofukiah.com 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: Paths, Open Space, and Creeks Commission 
 
DATE: October 3, 2019 
  
FROM: Michelle Irace, Planning Manager 
 
SUBJECT: Overview of POSCC Roles and Duties 
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Background 
The Paths, Creeks, Open Space Commission (POSCC) was established by City Council in 2003 
under Ordinance No. 1045. As outlined in Ukiah City Code Chapter 4 (Attached), Article 1B, the 
POSCC shall have the power and duty to recommend and advise regarding: 
 

A. Efficient implementation of the open space and conservation element of the Ukiah General 
Plan. 

B. Efficient implementation of the pathway sections of the transportation element of the Ukiah 
General Plan. 

C. Procedure and funding mechanisms for acquisition, preservation, and effective 
stewardship of city paths, open space, and creeks. 

 
Discussion 
With recent changes in POSCC officers, Staff would like to discuss the roles and duties of the 
POSCC.  
 
Attachments 

1- UCC Chapter 4 and Ordinance No.1045, Establishing the POSCC 

Page 5 of 19



CHAPTER 4
COMMISSIONS AND BOARDS

ARTICLE 1B. PATHS, OPEN SPACE, AND CREEKS COMMISSION

SECTION:
§1020:    Creation
§1021:    Membership; Appointment
§1022:    Duties And Powers
§1023:    Expenses Of Members; No Compensation
§1024:    Chairperson; Officers

§1020 CREATION

There is hereby created a paths, open space, and creeks commission. This advisory body shall report 
to the city council. (Ord. 1045, §1, adopted 2003)

§1021 MEMBERSHIP; APPOINTMENT

The paths, open space, and creeks commission shall consist of five (5) members. Members shall be 
appointed according to procedures established by resolution of the city council. (Ord. 1045, §1, 
adopted 2003)

§1022 DUTIES AND POWERS

The paths, open space, and creeks commission shall have the power and duty to recommend and 
advise regarding:

A.    Efficient implementation of the open space and conservation element of the Ukiah general plan.

B.    Efficient implementation of the pathway sections of the transportation element of the Ukiah 
general plan.

C.    Procedure and funding mechanisms for acquisition, preservation, and effective stewardship of 
city paths, open space, and creeks. (Ord. 1045, §1, adopted 2003)

§1023 EXPENSES OF MEMBERS; NO COMPENSATION

The members of the paths, open space, and creeks commission shall receive no compensation, 
except such traveling expenses as are authorized by law. (Ord. 1045, §1, adopted 2003)

§1024 CHAIRPERSON; OFFICERS

The paths, open space, and creeks commission shall elect a chairperson from among its members 
for a term of one year and may elect such other officers as it may determine. (Ord. 1045, §1, adopted 
2003)



Page 1 of 2Div. 1, Ch. 4, Art. 1B PATHS, OPEN SPACE, AND CREEKS COMMISSION

8/28/2019https://www.codepublishing.com/CA/Ukiah/html/Ukiah01/Ukiah0104-0100B.html

ATTACHMENT 1
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 6B 
Department of Community Development 

Planning Services Division 
300 Seminary Ave. 

Ukiah, CA  95482 
planning@cityofukiah.com 

 
STAFF REPORT 

 
TO: Paths, Open Space, and Creeks Commission 
 
DATE: October 3, 2019 
  
FROM: Michelle Irace, Planning Manager  
 
SUBJECT: Election of Chairperson and Possible Election of Other Officers as Determined 
____________________________________________________________________________  
 
Background 
 
Per Ukiah City Code Chapter 4, Article 1B, the Paths Open Space and Creeks Commission 
(POSCC) shall consist of five (5) members who shall be registered voters of the city. The POSCC 
shall elect a chairperson from among its members for a term of one year and may elect such other 
officers as it may determine. 
 
Discussion 
 
Recently, two new members have been appointment to the POSCC; one vacant seat remains. 
Interested persons should contact the City Clerk for more information. In addition, Chair Watt has 
decided to not renew his term. The POSCC should elect a new Chairperson.   
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